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King's Cross station frontage in 2012

King's Cross railway station, is a major London railway terminus, opened in2.86is on
the northern edge of central London, at the jumctb Euston Road and York Way, in the



London Borough of Camden on the boundary with tbedon Borough of Islington. It is
one of 18 UK stations managed by Network Rail.

King's Cross railway station is the southern teuminf the East Coast Main Line, one of
Britain's major railway backbones. Some of its mogportant long-distance destinations are
Leeds, Newcastle and Edinburgh. It also hostsrautieurban services to Bedfordshire,
Hertfordshire and Cambridgeshire, and fast regisealices to Peterborough and Cambridge.

Immediately to the west across Pancras Road isaBtrBs International, the London
terminus of the Midland Main Line, Eurostar andigpeed trains to Kent via High Speed 1,
and a major interchange for Thameslink servicesvéet Bedford and Brighton. The two
stations are operationally completely separateabuhey are adjacent, they are regarded as a
single complex for interchange purposes. TheyesKarg's Cross St. Pancras tube station on
the London Underground network, where six Undergdolines meet. Taken together, the
two main-line stations and the associated undengtatation form one of Britain's biggest
transport hubs. The station is also within walkéigstance of Euston, the southern terminus
for the West Coast Main Line.

In 2005, a £500 million restoration plan was anrmaahby Network Rail; it was approved by
Camden London Borough Council on 9 November 200%e Plan includes a thorough
restoration and reglazing of the arched roof of dhiginal station and the removal of the
cramped and congested 1972 extension, to be replacan open-air plaza, scheduled for
completion in 2013.

A new semi-circular departures concourse, opendldetgublic on 19 March 2012, has been
built in the space directly to the west of the istatoehind the Great Northern Hotel, some
outbuildings of which have been demolished. Degigme John McAslan and built by Vinci,

it is intended to cater for much-increased passefigees and provide greater integration
between the intercity, suburban and undergroundiosec of the station, facilitating
interchange between King's Cross and St Pancraparidey passengers use the new
concourse; arriving passengers exit the statiom fitee old concourse on Euston Road. The
architect claims that the roof is the longest srgpan station structure in Europe. The semi-
circular building has a radius of 54 metres and @290 triangular roof panels, half of which
are glass.



Platform 9% is in the western departures concouatese
to platforms 9 and 10, below the walkway leadingh®e
main building.

King's Cross features in the Harry Potter books,) bi.
Rowling, as the starting point of the Hogwarts g
The train uses a secret platform 9% through thekbri
wall barrier between platforms 9 and 10.

Platforms 9 and 10 are in a separate building fthen
main station, and they are separated by two inténge
tracks. Rowling intended the location to be in thain
part of the station, but misremembered the platform
numbering. During an interview in 2001, she intkca
that she had confused King's Cross with Euston, but
platforms 9 and 10 at Euston are also separatevby
tracks.

When the films were made, the station scenes tda&epwithin the main station, with
platforms 4 and 5 renumbered 9 and 10. In the &fnHarry Potter and the Chamber of
Secrets, the exterior of St Pancras was useds aédtorian Gothic facade was considered
more impressive than the real King's Cross.

Part of a luggage trolley was installed below tiggsthe near end was visible, but the rest of
the trolley has disappeared into the wall. Due tobfems with crowd numbers and
renovation work within the station, the half trgileas moved to an exterior wall on Euston
Road, and in 2012 to the western departures coseour

"King's Cross" is the title of Chapter 35 of HaRgtter and the Deathly Hallows, which is set
in a dream location resembling the station. Théicstaalso features in the epilogue of the
book, making it the final setting of the Harry Rotseries. The real station appears in the film
adaptation of both scenes.
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